
On December 13, 1995, a sellout crowd at Tokyo’s 
Sumo Hall watched as rivals Rey Mysterio, Jr. and Psicosis 
wrestled for the first time in Japan. Despite their young 
ages, the two had wrestled against one another extensively 
over the past three years, mainly for AAA in both Mexico 
and the United States, but also for a few northeast 
United States eCW dates as well. The match the two had 
on that night in Tokyo was far from the best match of 
their rivalry to that point in time. The best is generally 
considered to be their September 22, 1995 WWA World 
Welterweight title bout from Mexico. The Tokyo match 
was compact – it clocked in at under ten minutes – and 
was not substantially more than a quick run through of Rey 
Jr.’s one of a kind innovative offense. Psicosis bumped big 
for Rey and served as a quality base like he always did, but 
the match was really a one man showcase for Mysterio.

However, the relative quality of this Super J-Cup special 
attraction match was irrelevant given that it was the first 
time that Psicosis and Rey wrestled in front of a Japanese 
audience. It was an audience that would not have been 
familiar with their prior work. The audience was unaware 
that they had done better in Mexico or that the ten minute 
highlight reel only scratched the surface of both men’s 
substantial talents. The pace, athleticism, and offense 
displayed that night stunned the 11,500 fans in atten-
dance. The wrestlers received a standing ovation not once, 
but twice. The fans also threw money into the ring as a sign 
of gratitude, emulating that particular lucha libre tradition.4 
The match got over to such an extent in Japan because the 
style and breathtaking offense captivated its new audience.

Rey and Psicosis likely knew exactly what they were 
doing in laying out the match as a ten minute sprint 
that highlighted their flying abilities. While they were 
more rounded wrestlers than what they showed on 
that night, they made the conscious decision to put 
their best foot forward. By accentuating their ground 
breaking offense (it is sometimes hard to appreciate 
these days just how innovative their offense was), they 
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managed to get over in front of a new audience with just 
one ten-minute match. The situation was that of two 
wrestlers performing on the road and giving the fans a 
match that they would not otherwise get from the locals. 

A lot has changed since 1995, but it is fair to state 
that Mexico still leads the rest of the world – Japan 
included – by a substantial margin in regards to high 
flying wrestling. When two of Mexico’s most talented 
flyers do battle in Japan, it is in some ways still as much 
of a novelty as it was when Rey Jr. and Psicosis wrestled 
at the Super J-Cup almost twenty years ago. As soon as 
CMLL and New Japan booked a main event match between 
Mascara Droada and La Sombra in Japan on the final 
day of the 2015 FantasticaMania tour, the expectation 
was that the match would show off the world class flying 
abilities of both wrestlers. One year prior, Mascara Dorada 
and Volador Jr. were placed in the same spot on the 
final 2014 FantasticaMania show and produced a match 
heavily focused on big time, crowd pleasing flying spots.

Sombra and Mascara Dorada gave it a go at building 
a more cohesive match than Volador Jr. and Mascara 
Dorada did one year earlier. There was a perfunctory 
opening that was no shorter or insignificant than many 
modern day matches. They brought the match back down 
in the middle for a period to regroup before ramping 
up for the stretch run. Even so, the goal of the match 
was to wow the Japanese fans (and the rest of us) with 
breathtaking aerial offense. It certainly did that.

There are a half-dozen or so singles wrestlers currently 
going that could be under consideration for the best 
high flyer in the world: Ricochet, Titan, Aero Star, 
Australian Suicide, ACH, and Mascara Dorada. Dorada 
certainly looked the role in this match. A great high 
flyer like Rey Jr. combines a high degree of difficulty 
offense with gracefulness, precision and timing. There 
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might not be a wrestler going today that combines 
those elements of high flying as skillfully as Dorada.

Mascara Dorada’s gracefulness was on display in 
several pieces of offense that involved walking on the 
ropes. The first was a usual Dorada spot where he 
leaps onto the second rope, spins around a corner 
turnbuckle and jumps to the top rope before coming off 
with a springboard. It’s a really pretty thing and all the 
more impressive is that it’s simply a regular part of his 
arsenal. Against La Sombra, he also pulled off a rope 
walk Asai moonsault to the floor as well as a rope walk 
hurricanrana with Sombra also standing in the middle 
of the ring on the middle rope. Dorada performed those 
balancing acts as flawlessly as they can be performed.

From a precision standpoint, Dorada delivered all of 
his offense – event the highest risk stuff – right on the 
button. There are high fliers – Ricochet is one of them 
– who are insanely athletic and agile, but that means less 
if the offense does not look impactful. Mascara Dorada’s 
offense not only looks athletically impressive, it looks 
like hurts. His splashes all connected squarely, his ranas 
were tightly executed and his dives hit Sombra square 
on. In terms of timing – in this case, how the moves are 
woven into the match – Dorada also excelled. There was a 
build to his spots. He started with his usual rope jumping 
spot and generally built up from there rather than paint 
himself in a corner by starting out too strong. His dives 
went up in difficulty and quality as the match went on. 

One of the last offensive moves Mascara pulled out 
during this match was also the best. La Sombra was 
on the ring apron when Dorada came charging across 
the ring. He leaped over the top rope feet first, as If 
hoping a fence. After clearing the ropes he wrapped 
his legs around Sombra’s neck and brought him over 
with a picture perfect hurricanrana. It’s a move that 

Mascara Dorada has used before but it is one of those 
moves that causes a double-take every time he does it.

La Sombra is not the high flyer he once was. He’s 
bulked up a bit and appeared to be favoring his leg in this 
match. For his part, he still showed off some impressive 
offense but his true value to the match was by being a 
strong base for Dorada. Sombra was consistently in 
the right position to catch his opponent. He also held 
up his end of the tricky rope walk hurricanrana. He 
was not necessarily Psicosis to Mascara Dorada’s Rey 
Mysterio but that is not a ridiculous assertion either.

Some will watch this match and see a lot of big spots, 
without much else. Their eyes will not be deceiving them. 
However, that truth in no way lessens the positives of the 
match. The offense was truly spectacular and high-end. 
It was the exact type of match that Japanese fans have 
come accustomed to getting from two touted high flying 
luchadores. The execution and timing of the spots was on 
point. It was a fun match that not only accomplished what 
it set out to accomplish, but was also one of the better 
matches in that particular style likely to be wrestled in 
2015. Like Rey Jr. and Psicosis before them, La Sombra 
and Mascara Dorada might not have put on a top tier 
lucha match for their audience in Japan, but they did 
put on a match that more than met the expectations of 
their Japanese audience. That should count for a lot.


